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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Size of bounding area is 1/x of the entire graphics plane and composition information is 
calculated by multiplying y by a display duration of each picture is not described in the 
specification. Specification only mentions that duration is set to be longer when 
bounding area is large in size and shorter when the bounding area is small in size 
(0009). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1-4,6-9 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Pub. 2006/0153532 A1 to McCrossan et al. 
"McCrossan" in view of U.S. Patent Pub. 2004/0168121 A1 to Matz. 

As to claim 1, 6, 11, 12 and 13, McCrossan discloses playback apparatus used 
for playing back a video stream and a graphics stream, comprising: 
a video decoder operable to decode the video stream to obtain a moving picture (Fig. 
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26, video decoder 5); 

a graphics plane (Fig. 27, 8); and 

a graphics decoder operable to decode the graphics stream to obtain uncompressed 
graphics on the graphics plane, so as to overlay the graphics on the moving picture 
(Fig. 26, Graphics decoder 12, Fig. 11; 0277-0278) , wherein: 

the graphics stream includes graphics data and interactive control information (Fig. 43; 
0352); 

the interactive control information includes a plurality of pieces of composition 
information defining a sequence of display compositions of graphics constituting an 
effect (composed image) (Figs. 13, 43, 44 and 46; 0359;0191); 
each piece of composition information shows (i) a bounding area on the graphics plane 
within which a respective display composition is rendered and (Figs. 8A and 12; 135- 
136)(ii) a duration after which the display composition is to be replaced by a subsequent 
display composition to be rendered in the same bounding area (Figs. 5, 6, 8b-13 and 
24; 0144, 0169); 

the graphics decoder includes a composition buffer (Fig. 27, 16) operable to store the 
interactive control information (0501), a processor operable to decode the graphics data 
included in the graphics stream (Fig. 27, 14), and a controller operable to assemble 
display compositions according to the composition information when uncompressed 
graphics are newly obtained by the processor (0281 ), so as to play back the effect 
(composed image) overlaid on the moving picture (Fig. 26, 17;0295); and the controller 
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assembles a menu using uncompressed graphics obtained by the processor, so as to 

present the menu following playback of the effect (0277-0278). 

McCrossan does not expressly disclose a menu overlaid on the moving picture. 

Matz discloses a menu overlaid on the moving picture (0051) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 

in the art to combine McCrossan with the teachings of Matz. Motivation to combine 

would have been to provide overlaid menus to a user so that a user friendly menu could 

be realized. 

As to claim 2, McCrossan and Matz disclose everything claimed as applied in 
claims 1, 6 and 11-13. In addition McCrossan discloses a size of the bounding area is 
1/x of the entire graphics plane (0169); and a value of the duration shown by the 
composition information is calculated by multiplying y by a display duration of each 
picture of the moving picture (0169). 

As to claim 3, McCrossan and Matz disclose everything claimed as applied in 
claims 1 , 6 and 11-13. In addition McCrossan discloses wherein the duration is 
determined based on a value calculated by dividing the size of the bounding area by a 
transfer rate of a playback apparatus (0192-0197). 

As to claim 4, McCrossan and Matz disclose everything claimed as applied in 
claims 1, 6 and 11-13. In addition McCrossan discloses wherein: 
the graphics stream includes one or more pieces of pallet data (Fig. 7B;0134); 
the interactive control information includes a plurality of pieces of page information 
(0485) and each piece of page information includes a pallet ID uniquely identifying a 
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piece of pallet data to, be used for presentation of a respective page (0147). However 
McCrossan does not expressly disclose each page information defining a page of the 
menu available for presentation; 

Matz discloses each page information defining a page of the menu available for 
presentation (0051); 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine McCrossan with the teachings of Matz. Motivation to combine 
would have been to provide different menus to a user. 

As to claim 7, McCrossan and Matz disclose everything claimed as applied in 
claims 1 , 6 and 11-13. In addition McCrossan discloses wherein each time a set of 
uncompressed graphics is obtained, the controller renders the obtained set of graphics 
within the bounding area on the graphics plane for a duration shown by the composition 
information(Figs. 5, 6, 8b-13 and 26; 0144, 0169);. 

As to claim 8, McCrossan and Matz disclose everything claimed as applied in 
claims 1 , 6 and 11-13. In addition McCrossan discloses wherein: the graphics decoder 
includes an object buffer operable to store uncompressed graphics obtained by the 
processor (Fig. 27, 15); and the duration shown by the composition information is based 
on a value calculated by dividing a size of the bounding area on the graphics plane by a 
transfer rate at which uncompressed graphics are transferred from the object buffer to 
the graphics plane(01 92-01 97). 

As to claim 9, The McCrossan and Matz disclose everything claimed as applied 
in claims 1, 6 and 11-13. In addition McCrossan discloses, wherein: 
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the uncompressed graphics obtained by the processor are expressed in code values 
(Fig. 27, 13; Fig. 33; 0319); 

the playback apparatus further comprises a look-up table unit operable to convert each 
code value to a pixel value (Fig. 27, 9; 0276-0277; 

the graphics stream includes one or more pieces of pallet data (0134; Fig. 7B); 
the interactive control information includes a plurality of pieces of page information 
(0485); 

each page information includes a pallet ID uniquely identifying a piece of pallet 
data to be referenced when presenting a respective page (0147); and when presenting 
a page, the controller instructs the look-up table unit to perform the conversion to pixel 
values using a piece of pallet data identified by a pallet ID associated with the page 
(Fig. 27, 9). 

However McCrossan does not expressly disclose each page information defining a 
page of the menu available for presentation; 

Matz discloses each page information defining a page of the menu available for 
presentation (0051); 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine McCrossan with the teachings of Matz. Motivation to combine 
would have been to provide different menus to a user. 

4. Claim 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Pub. 2006/0153532 A1 to McCrossan et al. "McCrossan" in view 



Application/Control Number: 10/578,584 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2621 

of U.S. Patent Pub. 2004/0168121 A1 to Matz and in further view of Applicants 
Admitted Prior Art. 

As to claims 5 and 10, McCrossan and Matz disclose everything claimed as 
applied in claims 1, 6 and 11-13. In addition McCrossan discloses; 
the interactive control information is encapsulated in a packet (Fig. 3); and 
a timestamp attached to the packet shows a time for starting playback of the in-effect 
(Fig. 55) and a set of graphics data associated with the menu (0431). Mcrossan and 
Matz do not expressly disclose when the effect is an in-effect to be presented preceding 
the menu, a set of graphics (sequence of graphics) data associated with the in-effect is 
located in a string of the graphics data. 

AAPA when the effect is an in-effect to be presented preceding the menu, a set 
of graphics (sequence of graphics) data associated with the in-effect is located in a 
string of the graphics data (0030). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine McCrossan and Matz as modified with the teachings of AAPA. 
Motivation to combine would have been to have a sequence in graphical data so it could 
be synchronized properly. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHER KHAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5203. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571)272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 

/A. K./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



